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This

1 Introduction

Introduction

agency contract is governed by Law 12/1992, dated 27th of May, on
agency contracts, as a result of the transposition to Spanish Law of
Directive 86/653/EC relating to the co-ordination of the rights of member
states as regards commercial agents, whilst the Code of Commerce is of supplementary application here, given that this contract involves private relations of a commercial nature.
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2 Form
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legislators of Law 12/1992 have not contemplated in any of its provisions compliance with special formalities as regards the validity or
effectiveness of the agency contract. Therefore, the general principle
established in our positive legal framework as regards freedom of form, shall govern.

The
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3 Main Obligations
and Rights of the Parties
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In

the exercise of his professional activity, the agent shall act loyally and in good
faith, protecting the interests of the principal or principals on whose behalf
the agent is to act.

In particular, the agent shall:
Perform his activity in accordance with the reasonable instructions received
from the principal, provided that these do not affect his independence.

a)

Receive on behalf of the principal any type of claim from third parties as
regards quality or quantity defects and vices relative to the goods sold and the
services rendered as a result of the operations performed, even prior to their
completion.
b)

c) Keep a separate account of the transactions and operations relative to each
principal on whose behalf the agent is acting.

3. Main Obligations
and Right of the Parties

Article 7 of the Law provides that, except when agreed to the contrary, “the
agent may perform his professional activity on behalf of one or various principals”. The general rule of empowering the agent to enter into an agreement
with one or various principals is subject to, in the first place, the principle of
contractual autonomy and, in second place, that the principals with whom the
agent has entered into an agency contract are dedicated to economic activities of a different nature.
The essential obligation of the agent is the promotion or promotion and formalisation of contracts and, in order to assume any other obligation, that obligation must be agreed by the parties; otherwise it may not be used as grounds
for breach of contract.
As regards the rights and obligations of the principal, it is important to highlight that the principal must act loyally and in good faith.
In particular, the principal must satisfy the agreed remuneration.
Within a period of fifteen days, the principal must notify the agent his
acceptance or rejection of the notified operation. Likewise, the principal must
communicate to the agent, as soon as possible, in view of the nature of the
operation, the execution, partial execution or non-execution of the operation.
Among the provisions of the agency contract, the parties may include a
restriction or limitation to the professional activities to be performed by the
agent once the contract has been terminated.
The competition restriction agreement may not have a validity period longer
than two years from the date of the termination of the agency contract. If the
agency contract has been agreed for a shorter period, the competition restriction agreement may not have a validity period longer than one year.
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4. Remuneration
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The

remuneration of the agent will consist of a fixed amount, a commission or a combination of both systems. Failing agreement, the remuneration shall be fixed in accordance with commercial practices of the
location where the agent is to exercise his activity. In the absence of such commercial
practices, the agent shall receive a reasonable remuneration that reflects the circumstances that have concurred in the operation.
The commission refers to any part of the remuneration that is variable according to
the volume or value of the transactions or operations performed, and, as the case may
be, concluded by the agent.
The agent shall lose his right to the commission if the principal is able to prove that
the transaction or operation concluded as a result of the intermediation of the agent
between the principal and a third party failed to be executed for reasons not attributable to the principal. In such an event, the commission that the agent may have
received as a result of the transaction or operation pending execution shall be immediately returned to the principal.

4. Remuneration

For the transactions or operations concluded during the validity term of the
agency contract, the agent shall have the right to the commission when one of
the following circumstances concur:
That the commercial transaction or operation has been concluded as
a result of the professional involvement of the agent;
b) That the commercial transaction or operation has been concluded
with a person who the agent has brought forth and, as the case may be,
previously concluded a transaction or operation of a similar nature.
a)

On another front, the agent has a right to the commission for transactions or
operations concluded after the validity period of the contract. However, entitlement to that right is subject to some of the circumstances provided in the
law, which are applicable on an alternative and non-accumulative basis. First
of all, that the transaction or operation is the direct result of the activity performed by the agent during the validity term of the contract, provided that the
transaction was concluded within three months following the termination of
the contractual relationship. In second place, that the principal or the agent
received the order prior to the termination of the contract and, if the commercial transaction or operation was concluded during the validity term of the contract, the agent shall be empowered to demand the payment of the commission. Finally, it is provided that the agent shall not be entitled to the commission for the transactions or operations concluded during the validity term of
the agency contract if said commission were to correspond to a previous agent.
The above-mentioned commission will accrue from the moment the principal executes or should have executed the commercial transaction or operation,
or the commercial transaction or operation was fully or partially executed by
the third party.
In regulating the payment of the commission, article 14 has taken into
account the independence and autonomy of the commercial agent, shifting
the risk of non-execution of the operations for reasons attributable to third parties onto the agent. What the agent does not take on is the risk of non-executed operations due to reasons attributable to the principal. The right to the
commission is therefore subject to the condition precedent of a regular execution of the transactions brought forth or concluded by the agent.

4. Remuneration

As regards the guarantee of the operations performed by the agent, article
19 establishes that the agreement by virtue of which the agent assumes the
risk and fate of one, various or all of the transactions or operations brought
forth or concluded on behalf of the principal, said agreement shall be null and
void if it is not in written form and includes the commission to be received. In
general terms, it is worth stressing that under no circumstances shall the commissioned agent respond to non-compliance of a contract entered into with
third parties. However, this can be stipulated by means of express agreement
as provided in article 272 of the Code of Commerce.
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5. Term
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agency contract convened for a specific term shall terminate once the agreed term hasended.
Notwithstanding that provided in the previous number, agency contracts for a specific term that continue to be executed by both parties after the initially contemplated term has elapsed, shall have the consideration of indefinite contracts.

The

An agency contract for an indefinite term shall terminate upon unilateral notice from any of the
parties via prior written notice.
The prior notice period shall be one month for every year of the term of the contract, with a maximum period of six months. If the agency contract has been in force for less than one year, the
prior notice period shall be one month.
The parties may convene longer prior notice periods, however, under no circumstances may the
prior-notice period from the agent be less than the one established for the principal.
Unless convened to the contrary, the end of the pre-notice period shall coincide with the last
day of the month.
The calculation of the prior notice period for specific term contracts that have become indefinite contracts through operation of law shall be based on the duration of the specific term contract plus the time elapsed from the time the contract become an indefinite contract.
The Spanish law governing agency contracts establishes that the jurisdiction for hearing suits
derived from agency contracts will correspond to the judge of the agent’s place of residence.
.

6
SPAIN

6 Compensation

Compensation for clients:

Upon

the termination of the agency contract, whether said contract was for
a specific or indefinite term, the agent responsible for providing new
clients to the principal or notably increasing operations with existing
clients, shall have the right to compensation if his previous activity continues to generate
substantial benefits to the principal and it is equitably appropriate owing to the existence of
competition restriction agreements, the commissions that he may lose or other concurring circumstances.
Thus, three requisites must be met. First, that the principal obtains a benefit consisting of
the peaceful enjoyment of the clients brought forth by the agent; in second place, that the
agent loses the commissions that he would have supposedly obtained through the clients had
the unilateral termination of the contract not been produced; and lastly, that the contribution
towards the asset increase by the agent is the determining cause of the loss of his future businesses, given that he is being deprived of the commissions derived from the client base
acquired as a result of the activity performed by him during the term of the contract.
The right to compensation for clients also exists in the event of the termination of the contract due to the death or the declaration of death of the agent.

The compensation payment is subject to the condition that the activity previously performed
by the agent can continue to produce substantial benefits to the principal, and that it is equitably appropriate. To determine this equitable and appropriate nature, the Law obliges to consider all the concurring circumstances and, in particular, the commissions lost by the agent
due to the termination of the contract or the existence of competition restriction agreements.

6 Compensation

In view of the above, it is worth stressing that the agent shall have the right to compensation for clients, in the first place, when the contract expires upon reaching its
termination date, in the case of specific term contracts; in second place, when the
contract is terminated through a unilateral notice on the part of the principal, regardless of the causes that have led to the termination, provided that the agent has met
his legal and contractual obligations in accordance with the principle of loyalty and
good faith, including instances where the unilateral notice responds to a just cause.
The agent shall also have the right to compensation for clients in instances where
the contract is terminated due to the death or declaration of death of the agent, in
which case, the compensation will correspond to the heirs of the deceased according to the norms on the legitimate or testamentary inheritance.
The compensation shall be calculated based on the number of contracts brought
forth or, as the case may be, concluded by the agent during the term of the contract.
Under no circumstances shall the compensation exceed the average annual amount
of the remuneration received by the agent in the last five years, or in the entire term
of the contract, should the latter be below the previously-mentioned five years.
Lastly, it is worth stressing that when establishing the compensation amount
instead of a predetermined fixed amount an estimate based on the harm experienced
by the agent as a consequence of the loss of clients has been decided.

Compensation for
losses and damages:
Notwithstanding the compensation for clients, the principal providing unilateral
notice of the termination of the indefinite term agency contract shall be obliged to
compensate the agent for the losses and damages which, as the case may be, are
caused to the agent by the early termination of the contract, provided that the compensation does not allow for the amortisation of the expenses that the agent, upon the
instructions of the principal, may have incurred in the execution of the contract.
Therefore, the agent must prove the damaging consequences derived from the termination of the contract even when these were not caused directly. The losses and
damages must remain sufficiently accredited as in the case of the causal link between
the losses and damages and the termination of the contract. Jurisprudence has reinforced this aspect in such a way that it upholds the possibility of ensuring the existence of the damages through the set of assumptions, provided that there is a logical
connection between the two.
The regulation contained in article 29 of the Law also covers direct and indirect
moral damage derived from a loss of confidence in the agent on the part of the principals or the clients.
- Event of non-existence of the right to compensation.

6 Compensation for
losses and damages
The agent shall not be entitled to compensation for clients or losses and damages:
a) When the principal has provided notice of the termination of the contract

on grounds of breach of the established legal and contractual obligations
entrusted to the agent.
b) When the agent has terminated the contract, unless the termination is on
grounds of circumstances attributable to the principal or founded on the
agent’s age, disability or illness and the agent can not be reasonably obliged
to continue performing his activities.
c) When, with the principal’s consent, the agent has transferred to a third
party the rights and obligations of which he was the bearer by virtue of the
agency contract.
Therefore, under this hypothesis it is worth highlighting any event of total or partial breach on the part of the principal, in terms of the established legal and contractual obligations, including non-compliance with the general principles as regards
obligations and contracts established in the Civil Code.
The provision contained in section c) contemplates the possibility of agent assigning the contract and, consequently, the possibility available to the agent of presenting a successor, provided that this is backed by the principal’s consent. The principal’s refusal to give his consent would give rise to compensation to the agent under
the concept of clients.
Any action to claim compensation for clients or for losses and damages will expire
after one year from the termination of the contract.
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